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South Yorkshire Municipal Waste Partnership  

 

Highlight report  

 

South Yorkshire Municipal Waste Strategy 

 

The South Yorkshire Municipal Waste Strategy (SYMWS) ran from 2017 to 2021. 

Work will commence on a new SYMWS to ensure alignment with the emerging 

Resource and Waste Strategy (RWS) for England. 

 

The strategy vision was “To reduce, re-use, recycle, and recover energy from 
95% of South Yorkshire’s waste”.  
 

There were 5 Key Strategic Priorities in the SYMWS those being: - 

 Strategic Priority 1 – The vision is to encourage and inspire children and adults 

across South Yorkshire to make less waste by reducing, reusing, and recycling 

more.    

 Strategic Priority 2 – Our vision is to work hard to deliver and maintain a 

dependable and reliable service   

 Strategic Priority 3 – Our vision is that all four councils will work together more 

closely to deliver value for money services 

 Strategic Priority 4 – Our vision is to continue exploring how waste technology 

can be used to improve recycling and waste services.  

 Strategic Priority 5 – Our vision is to be proactive to influence decision making 

on waste at a European, national, and local level and to drive investment in 

infrastructure within South Yorkshire 

These priorities were subject to an eight-week consultation during the summer of 

2016. 

 

In 2018 the Resource and Waste Strategy for England (RWS) was released and work 

towards some of the priorities was halted due to uncertainty of the impacts of the RWS 

on these priorities.    

 

Waste minimisation and resource efficiency activities in the new SYMWS will be key 

contributors to achieving carbon reduction targets 
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South Yorkshire performance trends 2017/18 to 2021/22 

 

Performance from waste dataflow 

 

Table 1 – annual performance 

Item 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 

Dry recycling  
kilograms per 
household1 

244. 251 253. 267 
 

252 

Garden waste 
kilograms per 
household1 

150 149 152 134 
 

150 
 

Residual waste 
kilograms per 
household 1   

522 503 504 
538 

 

 
522 

Landfilled kilograms per 
household1 29 25 19 

13.5 
 

 
9 

Total Household Waste 
per head of population 400 387 422 399 

 
388 

 

 

 

The information in the table above will be updated on an annual basis at year-end post 

June following the submission and verification of waste data flow information.  

 

Figure 1 below illustrates the impact the pandemic had on total household waste 

generated per head of population. It can be seen from the graph that the total 

household waste arisings have started to decline and are now back to the pre-

pandemic levels. 

 

Work is still needed to bring down the levels of non-recyclable waste. It is likely that 

levels of waste per head will continue to decline during the economic crises.  

Fig 1  

 

                                            
1 Information extracted from waste dataflow www.wastedataflow.org 
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Environment Act current situation  

The Environment Bill received Royal Assent on the 9 November 2021 and became 
the Environment Act 2021 (the Act). There have been numerous consultations on 
various aspects of the Act over several months, appendix 1 to this report lists the 
consultations and the dates on which the South Yorkshire local authorities have 
responded either individually or collectively. Disappointingly there has been no 
government response to most of the consultations that closed in 2021.  

A new public body the Office for Environmental Protection2 was legally created in 
November 2021 under the Environment Act 2021. Its mission is to protect and 
improve the environment by holding government and other public authorities to 
account. They have written to the Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and 
Rural affairs raising concerns on the Governments’ failure to meet environmental law 
deadlines.  3  

Resource and Waste Strategy for England (RWSE) 

The Resource and Waste Strategy for England (RWSE) published in 2018 sets out 

how the move towards a more circular economy will be achieved in England.4 This is 

supposed to ensure that material resources are preserved by minimising waste and 

promoting resource efficiency. 

 

A key concern about a move to a more circular economy is around the skill set that 

will be needed in the future. The Chartered Institute of Waste Management produced 

a report that identifies the key skills that will be needed going forward 5. These include   

 Communications and behaviour change.  

                                            
2 What we do | Office for Environmental Protection (theoep.org.uk) 
3 221028 Letter to SoS statutory targets.pdf (theoep.org.uk) 
4 Resources and waste strategy for England - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
5 CIWM-Presidential-Report-2021.pdf (circularonline.co.uk) 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-reforms-to-boost-recycling-and-fight-plastic-pollution
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-reforms-to-boost-recycling-and-fight-plastic-pollution
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-reforms-to-boost-recycling-and-fight-plastic-pollution
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-reforms-to-boost-recycling-and-fight-plastic-pollution
https://www.theoep.org.uk/node/17
https://www.theoep.org.uk/sites/default/files/reports-files/221028%20Letter%20to%20SoS%20statutory%20targets.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/resources-and-waste-strategy-for-england
https://www.circularonline.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/CIWM-Presidential-Report-2021.pdf
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 Systems thinking.  

 Soft skills. 

 Data and Information Technology. 

 Circular Economy.  

 Reuse and Repair 

  

Following consultations progress towards further detailed guidance on the RWSE by 

the government has been slow and is currently stalled.  

 

There are several items in the consultations that raise concerns including but not 
limited to the below:  

 All changes rely on good quality data required for evidence 
 Producers likely to change packaging – will change composition and 

potentially tonnage of waste  
 Payments to councils will now in part rely on efficient and effective 

service 
 EPR Scheme Administrator uncertainties in general 
 DRS potential for less litter in public spaces  
 DRS will impact on quality/tonnage at kerbside  
 Lack of detail on new burdens payments to LAs 
 Lack of infrastructure/resources to support the service 
 Tight timescale for delivery were infrastructure not available 
 Impact on current long-term contracts 
 Waste prevention measures reduce costs and provide opportunities for 

employment not prioritised  
 
Sheffield food waste pilot 
 
8,200 households across 4 areas of Sheffield were invited to take part in a 12-week, 

weekly food waste recycling trial.  The trial operated between 30th August and 18th 

November, with all households provided with a 5-litre kitchen caddy, a 23-litre 

outside food waste bin, a roll of compostable liners and a leaflet to explain how to 

use the service.  Each of the areas selected represented a different socio 

demographic area.   

During the first 11 weeks of the trial, 110 tonnes of food waste was collected and 

recycled at an anaerobic digestion facility in Lincolnshire where it was turned into 

biofuel and a nutrient-rich fertiliser and soil improver for use in farming.   

With the trial now complete, residents have been asked to complete a survey to 

provide feedback on what worked well, and less well.  The deadline for completing 

the survey is 16 December. 

The results of the trial will inform how many households are likely to recycle their 

food waste, and how much food waste is likely to be collected from different areas 

across Sheffield. This information will be used to inform the introduction of a 

citywide, permanent food waste recycling service, once details have been confirmed 
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by Government.  More information can be found at 

www.sheffield.gov.uk/recyclefood   

Regulatory impacts   
  
Best Available Techniques 

The Environment Agency is the designated competent authority in England for the 
implementation of the Industrial Emissions Directive (IED) and corresponding EU 
Best Available Techniques reference documents (BREFs). BREFs are a series of 
reference documents covering, as far as is practicable, the industrial activities listed 
in Annex 1 to the EU’s IPPC Directive. They provide descriptions of a range of 
industrial processes and for example, their respective operating conditions and 
emission rates. Member States are required to take these documents into account 
when determining best available techniques generally or in specific cases under the 
Directive 

The EA has a statutory obligation to ensure that permitted facilities implement 
relevant BAT Conclusions by August 2022, four years following the publication of the 
latest Waste Treatment BREF in August 2018. To implement this requirement, the 
EA is in the process of undertaking a review of all permitted waste installation 
facilities in England to identify where they are currently meeting the BAT 
requirements and where improvements are required if full compliance with any 
relevant BAT standards is not currently being achieved. 
 
The South Yorkshire waste infrastructure facilities are subject to this review and 
officers are currently dialoguing with contractors to understand what the impacts of 
the review will be,     
 
Persistent Organic Pollutants  
 
In September the EA issued new guidance on how soft furnishings – such as sofas 
and armchairs – containing Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) should be 
managed. The EA wrote to all local authorities to issue the new guidance following 
an investigation that found significant levels of POPs in soft furnishings. Effective 
immediately, the new guidance stated that such products should not be landfilled, 
mixed with waste streams containing non-POPs, reused, or recycled. Essentially, 
this means leaving all POPs-affected seating to be treated at energy from waste 
(EFW) facilities. 

There are clear concerns shared among operators and councils alike that the 
guidance is not achievable and could cause a number of problems in the short-term. 
The Local Authority Recycling Advisory Committee (LARAC) issued a press release 
6questioning their position and detailing results of a Local Authority Survey. 

Waste streams that will be affected are bulky waste collections. HWRC and fly 
tipping activities.  

                                            
6 LARAC Press Release: LARAC has serious concerns over new POPs guidance 
from the EA | LARAC 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sheffield.gov.uk%2Frecyclefood&data=05%7C01%7CLisbeth.Baxter%40rotherham.gov.uk%7C88303db3ed1f4aaaa87308dacc80468d%7C46fbe6fd78ae47699c1dbcea97378af6%7C0%7C0%7C638047148562398030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DeF%2FqaLA2o8m6OF9SfrK8ySe9lztIN1NIAFBCEuGmMs%3D&reserved=0
https://larac.org.uk/blog/larac-press-release-larac-has-serious-concerns-over-new-pops-guidance-ea
https://larac.org.uk/blog/larac-press-release-larac-has-serious-concerns-over-new-pops-guidance-ea
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